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And now Publiſhed, becauſe: 2 the Exe <edin 


Uſefulneſs of this SubjeR;.unto all Chr; *4þ4L 


of every Perſwaſion or Denomination what- 
ſoever, in Order totheir common Salvation. 
Wherein alfo is' ſhewed- what ir isto-Zeach for 
: hire, and Drvine for Money ; and that Ob- 
jeion is aniweredy” which, ſome do frame 
from hence. againſt that- maintenance and 
- Liveli-hood Which the true Goſpel miniſters 
” ought to have in theſe HA unger that Diſ- 


_þenfation. - BER ages + bs 


By Richtrd Stoford 
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| Beloved, when I pave all diligence tO write unto 
you of the com110n Salvation, it, was needfull 
for me to Write unto you; and.exhort 5 ou, 
that'ye ſhould earneſtly contehd.ſor the Fauth 
which was once delivered unto the Saints - 
Jude, 3 


And fo we is needful for me'ro wrire unto you, and Ex- 
horr you, that ye ſhould Pray withour ceafing iri theſe, or 
the like words, Pp: awd vv" of Abraham, I(azo and of Y- 
rael our Fathers ; this for ever in the agination of 
the thoughts of ry eart of thy People, and\ prepare their 
bearts unto thee, 
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DVER IISEMENT. | 


' *Heſe are to give Notice, That I have ſen 

|  ralother PraQtical Sermons' or Diſcourjy 

ot mins own Compaſing lying by-me in Ma 
uſcript. Which if they, who have the Plenij © 7 
or*Competency of this World would thus Conur F; 
"crate lome' part of their Gain and Sub/zance Uharion 
-£o the 'Lord Micah. 4, v. 13. Asto be ready Me, a! 
 diftribute, and willing to Communicate towarif 
the outward Labour and Charge of the Prin 
ing and Publiſhing ofrhem;- it would be for tl, Lo 
Glory of God, (:in making known his Truth. Ii th 
38. 19. J And tor-the Ejfication and benefit &,.1.zy 
his Church and People ; and conſequently fir all 
wouldke a gozd Werk in ſuch Perſons whips"? 
ſhall te helpiul and any ways afliſtant hereit 
for which theyw-uld be Rewarded by God the. 

the Life that 15to come. | Tm 

Charge them that are: Richin this World, this* 
they do good, that they be rich in good works,red 
dy to, diſtribute, willing to communicate, laying up our 
zn ſtore for themſelves a good foundation againlf 
- the time to come, that they may lay hold on E' erngþ 
Life. 'x Tim. 6..v. 17,18, 19. This 7s a faittPhini 
fal Jaying, and theſe things I will that thou affiraf'. 
. conſtantly, that they which have belieged in Goth 
might be careful to maintain Good Works ; theſii 
things are good" dnd profitable unto men. Titus 


JA 
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rs r Chron. 29, v. 18 
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nt O Lord God of Abraham, Iſaac, and of Iſrat 
Wipur Fathers, keep this for ever in the [magi- 
ation of the thoughts of the heart of thy peo- 
hte, and prepare their Fearts unto thee. 


l Aving deeply conſidered and weighedin my Spirit,how 
our Condition-ſftands God ward or towards God; hew 
Sisar ſome times afar off and Eſtranged from him,and again 
- Ft other times it 1s indifferent well rowards him ; ſometimes 
L Je have a moſt lively and Spiritual fence of God, and we 
7 re all for Obdie nce, Honour and Reverence of kis Name, 
c@$gain ar other rimes we are apr to deny God above, goe on 
-Frowardly in the way of our hearrt,ſetringup tor our ſclves, 
d thou haſt ſaid in thine heart, I amy and none elſe befides 
, Ia. 47v. 11. Being our own Men; and, Ho #5 
Word over us ? As the Weather is ſometimes Bright and 
ear, and then again dark and cloudy : Even fo it Hap- 
Sens ſucceſſively and inrerchangeably as to the Influences 
end Communications berween God and our Souls, and as 
r aſp our ſence of him, and the rhings of his Kingdom. There 
;uÞ$ none {o very Godly and Religious, yea his beft Sainrs and 
ſervants on Earch, bur hath ſomerimes an Eclipſe and.cloud 
Nome over his inward Man , which hinders: from the 
thining of the Sun of Righteouſnets. He frarh fome. for{Ak- 
rags ; withdrawings, Departing and hidings of *rhe Face 
if God from him; lo 6n the other hand, There is hardly any 
00S very Ungodly, Wicked or Ignorant ; There is none. (© 
efÞain and frollickſome, bur in_ ome liggle Time or Interval 
now and then in a Serious Godly mood. © The Truth of 
doch which Obſervarions ye may know by conterring and 
omparing your own Expericnces with whar I here declare 
o be mine. As allo from hence ye may eaſily, Garher and 
dpprehend the Reaton of mv chooling this Text. Though T 
ill nor fo arrogantly ſay anglpretead, It ſeemed good ' ro the 
oy Ghoſt and us, yer if I haverthe Re! fear of the Lord 
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in my heart, then the Promiſe is ” Not to me only, bur to 


every Private and Fairhfu] Chriſtian ' Him ſhall H: Teach 


in "the way that Heſhall : hooſe, Plal. 24, v. 12. Sothar 
I may be bold from hence to ſay, thar I am Dire&cd and 
Taught of God, as I now pray for his Aſſiſtance therein, 
To 1 reat and Handle theſe words unto ye 2r this Time and 


Opportunity, Ir being an help and Remedy as to both theſe 


failings. Thar is ro tay, as'ro the Godly, Righteous, and 
Wife, when they are for the moſt part in a Right Diſpoſiri- 


on and Temper of Soul rowards God, bur ſomerimes they - 


are given to Backſl dings H-/. 4 2. To forget and looſe the 
Spirirual lively fenie of him, O Lord, why haſt t ou made uw 
to err from thy way:s 2 and hardzned cur Hearts frrm thy fear } 
Tia: 63,17. This laſt ought nor to be at any time but when 
they are Zealous and Devout rowards him, then there is 


need to Pray and Endeavour alſo, O Lord Ged of Abraham, 


Jaac. and of Iſrael cur Fathers, kh:ep thu fer ever in the Ima- 
gination of the thru Bets of the Heart of thy P2op's, and prepare 
their hearts unto the, And ſo when the orher ſort have 
ſome firs of Holineſs for a ſeaſon: rhey have now and then a 
mind and think it would be berrer for then,borh Living and 


Dying, ro lead a Godly Rel yg ous, S:ri&t, Holy and Preciſe | 


Life. Likz Herod who h:ar,t +cln Bariſt Glad y, and d.d ma- 


ny things ; Bur-rheſle only bring forch Fruit for a very ſhort, |. 
O 


Seaſon, or rather chey donor fo much as bring forth Fru:t, 
bur they are blaſted or b:.gh-ed in the Bloffomn ; for it all 
Evaporairtes into fruirlets w-ſhes and wouldings rowards God, 
r: her then inro actnal Gecd ir ſelf or, only ſome 
Good Thovghte: and In Inations, without coming forth 
into Act and F erformance. Bur if it, was alwayes 10 in their 
Hearts; as it is now and then for a ſhor: ſpace, it would 
ar length come forth inzro Act and Performance. Ang 


fince the beginning of a thing is in Thought and Intent . 


of the Hearrtowards it ; and rhe rendencies and beginn.ngs 
ſhould be cheriſhed#sand  furchered accord:ng ro that Di- 
vinz Method, for who hath deip.ted rheday of ſmall rhings? 
And He doth mt break the bruiſed Reea,nowr Quench the mak 
ing F.ax. If finnersand thoſe rhar are ye: Unconverced, are 
now and then rouled and ſtirred up by a quickning and ſoul 
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Tearching Sermon, If they are almoft periwaded ro be a 
Chriſtian, and they perceive W.thin them (ir may my 
y 
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hey By charice drop in to hear Fs word Preached with Au- 
her:ry and Life,) an inclinationRo'accepr of Gods terms, ro 
kriſe and be Saved Yea wharever leaſt gocd in their Mind 
wwards the Lord Ged ar any time doth appear forth, Ei- 
ther by Word or Act on, or iuch like,here again,as it is ſaid, 
Take with you Words, and turn to the -Lord, and ſay untg. 
him HY. 14, 2, fo ths very ſame. form of ſound Words, 
may be here fitly and appoiirely uſed, OLord God of Abrah am, 
I/ ac, and of If ael cur Fathers, keep this for ever in the I- 


: magination of the thoughts of the heart of thy People, and pre- 


pare their hearts unto th:e. So prepare their hearr, thar thoſe. 
S:rangers and Unconverted may at length be Actually 
broughe over unto God. . 

AsI have acquainred ye with the Reaſon of my chooſing 
this Texr, fo by whar harh#been h.rcherru opencd and. ex- | 
plained concerning the drift ant} detigr of our intended Diſ- 
courie thereon, ye may. know and perceive the u{cruineſs 
of this Subject, for in the order :n1 tourie of my Minil- 
tery, I would only infift vycn Uſeful Subjects which 
dove come w.thin thoſe three Ends. of - Preaching, or, 
Prophey ting, 1 Cor. 14 3, The,Apoftle Paul there Writes 


l. of /pcaking unto M:n to Edification, and Exhortaticn and 


Como t; for in the ſequel and connexion of this our Ser- 


._ mon ir may appear, thar if rhE things of Gcd and of h:s 


Ki:gdom are kepr for ever- in the Imagination of the 
Thoughts of rhe hearr of thy People, rhey will be Edi- 
fied, yea and Exhcrred,to whar? Evenzo what is czprefied in 
the tollow:ng Verſe, To keep thy. Crmmanidments thy "Teſii- 
menies and thy Statutes, and to db all theſe things, 1 Chron. 


. 29, V. 19. Which God hath made known in hjs Reveal- 


ed Word ; and as theſe things are alwayes kept in te 
heart, and done accordingly, there will be. conifort to rhe 
Man, or Woman who doth fo ; which comfort if ir. be 
true, and ſound, and well grounded, 'as here ir. is, 1; is 
a prec.ous Sign, Token, and fore.runner. of Erermal Sal- 
vat.on, Happineſs, and Blefſednels. | | 
Theie Words, O Lord Ged' of Abraham, &c. Are part 
of David's Prayer and Thankſgiving, when Himſelf and 
the People offered willingly rowards the Building of the 
Temple, as you may find by feading over this whole Chap- 


- rer ct the 1 Chron,29, which ſhewed forth a Gocd Mind,and 


a gocd Work towards Gud.It is ia:dinthe verſe immediarely 
tore- 


ro Gi 
= | ( 4) | | ; hal Givt 
foregoing the Text, I knowwo my God that thou trieſt «13 | ily God 
beart, and haſte Pleaſure in Uprightneſs. As for me in the. Man ACC 
Uprightneſs of my heart, ( Sirs, this is moſt excellent Di. |pv©-2® 
vinity, and cartiesalong with it excellent marrer of Inftruc- or willir 
rion for ye) I have willingly affered all theſe things, and |flipP**-. 
now I have ſeen with joy thy People, which are preſent) |/4! 7% 
hereto offer willingly unto*thee. This ſame Phraſe of of-' hand # 
fering willing'y, is repeared over no leſs then five or fix | Goc 
runes in this chapter. hereby is ſhewn. forth thar exceed-: "ciency 
ing ſtreſs the Holy Ghoſt ( which acquaints us with the. Chapte 
Mind and Will:of God ) doth lay thereon, and how it is. Paralel 
delighted therewith, Hereby alſo we are taughr and Inftruc-' | Pe0 le 
red, that whatever 'we, do in the worſhip, Service, and | 1-0 
Work of-rhe Lord, We ſhould be ſure ro doe ir all 774/ling-. verb, 
{». In the Worſhip of God, or. Hearing his Word, or wai-. | p< © 
ing on him in his Ordinances; we are to perform it willing- if 1 ha 
ly. This ts contrary. to thoſe in Amos, 8, v. 5iHho ſay.  Popule 
i\/hen will the new be gone, that we may ſell Corn ? and || norwul 
+he Sabbatb;that we tay ſet forth Wheat. And who ſaid al- | tel 
{o, Behold, what.a wearimeſs is it, Mal. 1, v. 13. Unc door . 
whom the Worſhip of Godhis in Nature of a rask, or drud- | Whic 
gery,and :hey.complain of the length ard rediouſneſs rhere- | W2Y- 
of, becauſe rhemſelves find no delight therein, through their - | PW 
owa UnſanCtified and Unrenewed Narures. And when le ſh 
they come to it, ir 1s as it were of neceiiity, for they think or 
of God aan hard Maſter,who hath rigorouſly and peremp- | from 
rorily-impoſed4ir, and+ they uſe ir to Pelerve rheir Souls ) of Sa 
as they imagine ) from Hell fire. This is the manner of the Glor 
wordly Worthippers, and of the Multirude who go ro the T 
Church, or Cangregations according te cuſtom, or juſt ro rhe 
5 patty ang farishe Narnral Conſcience. Bur there is another the | 
ind far differentfrom this in the true Saints and ſervants | 
of the Lord. Thy; People ſhall be willing in the day of thy Foot 
| Poleer get 116, v. 3. And ſo they are willing in the day Gar 
of his Grace and forbearance : Whar they do in Order to and 
God, eitherin aQs of Worſhip or other things, They doe ir | 52 
'nor. Grudgingly, or -of Necefſiry, and as it werea forced Ho 
buſineſs, bur willingly and with all their, heart. My hears | 
5 -1pards# the Governours of Iſ act, that offer:d themſelves wil- | 
ling!y #monz the People : 'Bleſs ye the Lord, Judges, 5, V. 9- 
"The fame Rule holds of all rhe Duties and things perrain- 
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ng to God and Religion, as of 'Alms-giving, Every Man 
\Thall Give as he # able, according to the Bleſſing of the , Lord , 
'|'by God which« be hath given thee. Deut.. 16. v, 17. Every 
"| Man according as he He purpoſerh in his heart, fo ler him 
"| pive,nor Grudgingly or of neceflity;for God loverh a cheerful 
tor Willing Giver.2.Cor.9.7.And ſo God loves a cheerful Wor- 
[ſhipper. 
| ke re gyce before the Lord thy God iy all that thou putteſt thine 


od loves a cheerful and: willing -Servant. Tho# 


hand unto. Deur. 12. v. 18. Thou ſhalr: ſerve the I'ord 
thy God with joyfulneſs of heatr, for the abundance or Suf- 
ciency of things which he gives thee,” So thar nor only rhe 


2} ngerr out of which we have raken"the Text, bur alſo the 


Paralel places of Scripture doe confirm the ſame Word, that 
People ſhould offer themſelves willingly ro- the Service /of 
the ' ord. Remember and carry away with.you this Ad- 


place of Hearing his Word. I have oftentimes thought thar 


fl had a ſertled*Congregarion of-mine own in a great and 


_ | recb, willingly. And fo they#ſhould come: willingly to rhe 


 Populous Giry the Lord grant and Effect this my Deſire, 


notwithſtanding there are many Adverſaries ) I would cauſe 
theſe Words tro be written in Great Capiral*Lerters at the 
door of the Aſſembly, He that hath.Ears to hear, let him hear. 
| Which doth alſo imply, thar he rhar will not, may ftay a- 
way. Becauſe that every thing. in Order ro-God, - or per- 
raining ro Religion, ſhould be free and willing ; and peo- 
le ſhould perform. it of their own: Accord, of a Voluntary 
otion of their own ; for this" have I learned and found 
from our of rhe Scriprures-of Truth, thar wh ſuch kind 
of Sacrifice or Worſhip God is well pl eaſed, and alſo he'is 
Glorifi'd thercin. | 
The Jews: did Offer willingh, towards the Building of 
the Temple, bur nowwe are rod under rhe Goſpel, thar 
the moſt High dwelleth nor in Temples made with Hands, 
as ſairh the Propher Heaven is my Thone, and Earth is my 
Foorftool, Adts. 7. v.' 47. For where ever two or three/are 
Gathered rogerher in his Name, God jsthe midſt of them. 
and he is, ſerved acceptably, equally, - and all one npon the 
Sea-ſhore, or in an. open Field, or in. the Room of an 
Houſe as what is called Churches or Steeple-Houſes,,nor- 
withſtanding the contradiction of Ignorant Zealors*here- 
in- ; who in this retain that relick and © remainder 


of 
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of rhar Popiſh Maxim, Tgnorance is the Morher of Deresl | 
on : for they doe nor love that whem they Ipnoranylis: 

Worſhip, ſhould be declared unto them; nor whar they ar]. go me 
Tgnorantly zealous for, That the Truth he:evof ſhould be li the thi 
open:and Manifeſt unto them. For as Chriſt according wihl yeedes 
Fleſh,was laid in the Manger of a Stable, fo. his Word v&/the O 
ten more Simply and Purely Preached in places thar fanl-and C 
mean-to the outward ie, then in finer Buildings. Thowlj Een 
here ro purſue the like Reaſoning with that of David, they | 
I dweil in an Houſe of Ceoker, but the Ark of God dwelleth wit firies. 
in Curtains. 2. Sam. V. 2. So I can in no wile appr vice C 
of in my Mind ( I ſpeak here after my judgment, and ah before 
T think according tothe Spirit of God) Thar where {aw|;one w 
of rhe Subſtantial and Rich People have dwelling Honf-could 
and Rooms of rheir own, altogether or Sufficiently largefal de or 
rhe number of People, that they ſhould ſave and* prefer tha pel of 
ir may be for Enzerrainnenrs, and making proviſion for (makes 
fleſh ) and in the meati'while ſuffer the Word of the Mill-Analo 
| High God, ro be' Preached iti an- Old and Rotren Barn, [ord 
profeſs ſeriouſly that when I have ſeen this, it hath be Rich : 
marrer of /eorer. Indighation and vexarion tro me ; fir unto t 
would have norhing | done on this Eatth, by the Jab which 
birants thereof, which ſhould in the leaſt favour, of mill gy, ex 
thew of Enmiry againſt, ordefpiſing of rhe Grear and lim Abilir 
fible God, whoſe Word there 'Preached, and whoſe We cy 
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ſhip is there uſed, . I do/4gain ſpeak after my Judgment, , 
——_ ſcem berrerif the Mern rs of the Reſpective where 
cregarions did offer willingly to make the place juft dec} Minif 
without Sumpruouſneſs on: the one hand, or Sordid maj for Ge 
ne{s on the other. | | | " -| Erern; 
It was a good Mind 22d Relolurign when David faidw the Aj 
” to Araunah, Naz,. but Twill ſurely Tt buy of thee at a prith and he 
nei:her will” I offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord my God { of ther 
that which hath caſt me nothing, 2. Sam. 24. V. 24-4 ipeaks 
rhe ſame ſhould be drawn forth ing Example and Imitan accepy 
by the orher Sa:nrs.and Servants of God ; they ſhould ing. ple, f 
wiſe content themſelves ro ſerve God with a Religh goech 
which hath coft them nothing. I ſay,and I wilf prove 1t & a Vin, 
our of rhe Scriprures of Frath, rhareven day labourets, | 2 Flocl 
Vine-drefſers, yea the | pooreſt and meaneſt of rhe Peop ſown « 
ſhould no wite content themlielves to lerve God with a RFreap » 


, (7) 
achj(gion which coſt them norhing, Ler him that ſtole, tea] 
a7|'go more, but rather ler him labour, working wirh bis hands 
Wliche thing which ts good, that. he may have to give to him that 
theſ-needeth. Eph. 4. 28. From hence ir appears rhar thoſe in 
$4 the Ordinary and moſt mean Employments, are to diſpoſe 
&n[and Give in Alms whar is more then farisfieth themſelyes. 
why Exen this Command extends to thoſe who were 1o Poor, as 
;l.chey before were forced ro ſteal to ſerve theirown neceſ- 
| fries. And ſo from the Reaſon of thar General and. Indefi- 
wh nite Command to all People, Thou ſhalr nor appear Empry 
W before the Lord thy God ; and in their Offevings every 
W one was to do according to their ſeveral Abiliry, *t hey rhac 
If could nor goe to the P rice 'of a Lamb, were to give a Tur- 
MM de or rwo young Pigeons, and by whar is faid in the Gol- 
aj pel of her thar caſt in rwo mites into the Treaſury, which 
M makes a farthing, from the like and ſame proportion and 
iy Analogy of things, Ic may be ſurely gathered, Thar the 
«\ Lord doth require and _— that All, High and Low, 
@ Rich and Poor, who ſerve him, ſhould Miniſter fomewhar 
MF unto him of their Subſtance, and ſhould fepve him with rhat 


” 


1f-ple, for his Preaching and''Miniſtery of the Goſpel. 777 
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over you, Are we not rather ? Nevertheleſs we have not wi {1 be 
this Power, but ſuffer all things, leſt we ſhould hinder the f ther 
of Chriſt, Do ye not know that they which Miniſter abeut inſwer 
things, live of the things of the Temple, and they which wa Por as 
at the Altar are partakers at the Altar, Even ſo hath the Lai init 
Ordained that they which Preach the Goſpel ſheuld live of th hence. 
Goſpel, But I have uſed non: of theſe things. 1. Cor. g. y, lowin 
12, 13, 14. By which laſt Speech, and his aforefaying, x| |. 4 
have not uſed this Power, but ſuffer all thinge left we (hru'd his che V 
der the Goſpel of Cbriſt, is ſhewed forth his own good.mi 
that he ſoughr the fartherance of the Goſpel, and the gaz 
of ſouls more then his own private Ends or Gain. And 
where any one will not forbogr Preaching, though nothin 
be miniſtered ro him for the ſame;and they that are taughtn 
theHord, do not communicate unto him that teacheth,in al 
things. Gal.6.6. Which would;be according to the-A 
Rule, 'nevertheleſs he doth nat marter or regard, or: atk 
not ſo much as deſift, refrain, or be leſs diligent in that God of tbe 
Duty, whirher heath any thing for ir or nor, this is a «| 7 ic. 
tain ſign and Evidence, thar ſuch a one doth nor Teadhff - 1... 
Iire,naor Divine for Money, Micah.3,11. That is, hedothm is 
make it his Principal Ulrimate or only End ; for thisis |, .. 
thing here Reproved, ir being no fin as appears from.uh 1,.., 
atore quored place our of the Corinthians, if it be not new} (4 
farily required, bur only freely offered, and willinglyay ,. 
:ribured by the People. | £3608 

He rhar dorh pur a difference,and ſhew a difference Exif 4... 
22. 26, Or doth well diſtinguiſh, he doth rightly. Teachy 
thc nature of the things of God and-pertaining to his Kinf 
cdom,. ( If I were bur Righteouſly,or equally dealr with 
al by myKindrecd according to the fleſh, there would be! 


need. for me-ro make publick an Intimarion of this natur El 
Pur their doings rowards me have confirmed the. Truhq 1. 
thar Old Obſervation, that if any one ina Family doe je} 1, 
God more then Ordinary, he ſhall-be ſure ro be oppreſ4 qc, 
(ruſhed, kept under hatches, and be deſtirute, afflicted,:a 1 
tormented by thera. Ins hi xe You 

As to offer willingly is highly acceptable and pleafing-1n ih p,, 


fight of the Lord, fo ro prevent, | Anticipate or.be. beiet 
hand, even before. any one doth ask oz intimate, Eh 
7 


n Inſtance of Offerin willingly,and ir 1s God like, for thou 
| prevents im with the Bleſſings of Goodneſs, Plal. 21. 3 E- 
lic before 4 Prayer of Deſire is Offered for and n behalf 
n of them. And it ſhall come to aſs that before they call I will 
MN inſwer and while they are "er freaking, will hear. Iſa. 65.24- 
| For as ONE Rightly Obſerves, 1x doth reſemble the De-ty, 
eld it is God like to do free,teady, and ſoon a&ts of Beneti- 
rence. When we read ſuch places of Scriprure as this fol- 
tf jowing, they doe nor ſtand Recorded for norhing, bur 'for 
«| ur Admonition and Inftrudtion, upon. whom the Ends of 
i the World ate come. Lhe Inhabitants of the Land of Te- 
: man brought Water rohim, that was thirſty, they Prevenzed 
n with thieir Bread him thar fled Iſa. 21. 14- Mark hete 2- 
#| gain this Word, prevenzed ; for ſuch” as was thirſty, ' or fled 
Wl Fore did nor ask for ir, bur rhe orhers did imagine and ap- 
#1! crehend that the ochers mighr have need and occaſion of it, 
pF 5nd ſo rhey were ready fote hand ro meer and ſupply 
4 them wirh-ir. Like as Melchiſedech brought forth Bread 
ww and Wine to Abraham as he wasrerarning from the Slaughter 
of tbe Kings. And fo on the other worſe hand, 4m ck. 15 
"| cuffed an | Jr's becauſe he met not the Children of 
Wi read and Water as they came through, and 
"} from our of the Wilderneſs. From waar is Written, Becauſe 


ry done in the Body, will impure thar as fin to char man of 
bl woman who refuſed, neglected, Of orfirred ir. For though 
WM row. ir be reckoned as 2 Marter *nd;ferent, and 1 is com- 
monly ſaid they doe-him no barm, it rhey doehim or her n© 
good ;* yer in. this caſe, The nor doing of Kindnellcs 
hen iris in our Power for r9 do them, 1s indeed dom, 
hurt or injury ; becauſe of the real harm, Jury of lois 
which ſach 2 one Suftains for want of having tharKindncis 
done for him.” 

As was before mentioned, My hcart *; towards the Gor 
nours of Iſrael, that Offered themſerves willingly 47g the 
People, ſo if we may ſo ſpeak after the Manner of "On 


11T 


Things for his Glory, Worſhip, and Service, and be doing 


Good unto Men, oft who are for what links thele rhree tg. |; 
gerher, Glory to God in the Higheſt, Peace on Earth, and |, 
Goud will towards Men ; and each one in his Vocation and |\ 


place dorh Offer our himſelf willingly rowards the things 
that make for rhe ſame, | 


Here again is another Real Act and Inſtance of Oferin | 


willing/y, when rhey can and doe bereave their own 
. of Good, to doe good for others : which again will. be 4 
doing, Good to their own Soul at long run, tor zhe Merciful 


Man doeth Good to his own Soul. Prov, 11. 19, IT mean |; 


when People arc contented to ſuffer Hunger or pinch their 
own Belly for once or twice to feed and ſupply that which 
harh more'o'ten wanicd it ; when for all out of their obedi- 
ence ro the command of God they will bring that Bread 
and Water which they do almoſt want rhemlielves. Like 
the Widow of ZFarephath, , who had bur an handful of Meal, 
and a little Oyl in a Cruſe. 1. Kings, 17. 12. And yet out 
of thar ſhe was to Suſtain and feed E/:jah the Prophet of the. 
1.ord, which ſhe did, and had no lack. Sirs, here is ſome 
Truſt of God in theſe ings: When thou haſt bur a. little, 
thou doſt Give diligence Gladly to Give freely, and Offer 
willingly of thar little ; and thou canſt nor. only ſay ſo in 
outward Words, bur truſt rhar the Lord will provide a lit- 
tle morc againſt rhe time, and when that ſame little is gone, 
' And they that know thy Name will put their truſt in thee;: Far 
then, Lerd, haſt not forſaken them that ſeek thee Pſal. 9. 10, 
QO taſce and ſce that the Lord is good : Bleſſed is the Man that 
rruſtzth in him, O fear the Lord ye his Saints : for there is m 
want tc th 1: that fear him. **'The Young Lions do lack, 
* and ſuffer hunger : Bur they thar ſeek the Lord ſhall na 
want any gocd thing, Pal. 34. 8, 9, 1o.. And ſuch of his 
Saints do. not fear ro be Impoveriſhed or come to want 
tr1roughrhe Service of God, bur they Offer willingly, and 
12 rhings not G:udgingly, or of Necetlity, even in. the Ex- 
: :2five part of Religion, and rhey indeavour to fave, or truft 
::ar the Lord ( who teacherh to profit ) will make it up as 
wach unto them another way. 


W) 


The Hearc of God is towards ſuch of his Servants ang 
Creatures that Offer themſelves willingly, ro do ſuch and fudy Ir; 
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| So far we have ſhews: of this Excellefir Dury, of 
' Wfferivg wo cher we ſhewed rhe Coherence of the Tex, 


the Reſidue of the Chapter, for the ſame thing of Of- 
wg w-llingly is intended and meant therein all one as 
vhar'is ſaid 1n- the following Words, ©*'Fo keep rhe Com- 
«mandments, the Teſtimonies and Sratiites of rhe Lord ; 


for thar they ſhould Offer willingly towards the Worſhip and 


J$ervice of God, is alſo: One of his Commaridments, and 


Tekimonies and Sratures. Bur here it holds true as to 
both, People are for Offering willingly, and for keeping the 
Cotama nts, the Teſtimonies and the: Statures of the 
Lord 1omerimes only; and not alwayes. They-are for ny 


he Morning cloud, and: as the early dew;,it ſoon wary away: 
ks alſo ro-help and this defet and of rheirs; 
Bevid here Prays by the Spirit O Lord God of Abraham, 


| 'this for ever in the 
Iknagination-of the thoughts of rhe ; of thy People, 


*me; and keep all my' Commandmerits 
this Adverb, alwayes ; for ir is rhe fan 
with that of our Fexr, * keep rhis for ever in the Imagina- 
* tivri-of rhe thoughts of the hearr of- thy People, thar it 
" might be well-with them, and with their Children tor ever. 
This is alſo brought in upon a good 'Mood and Temper of 
the People ; when they were in an Obedient frame of Spi- 
rit-unto the Lord God. When they had ſaid unto Moſes, 
« Speak thou unto us all thar the Lord our God ſhall ſpeak 
© unto-thee, and we will hear it, and do it; and the Lord 
© hereupon anſwered, They have well ſaid in all thar they 
* have ſpoken. A very od Cintapniaion of our God unto 
his Creatures ; Bur the cream of the marter is ; They have 
well ſaid, if they will hold unto ir, and thereupon Gcd 
himſelf Wiſhes anddefires, for ir is expreſſed afrer the man- 
ner of Men, © Othar there were ſuch a Heart in them that 
" they would fear me and keep all my Commandments al-. 
* wayes. By which kind of Speech and Expreſſion, he 
doth foreſee and miſtruſt, Thar thar Good Og” Of 
theirs 


theirs which was in them, would be Temporary, Cudder, | 
Goe off and paſsaway- again, as truly 1o- it did, 
And truly it isf0 whither we Preach or Pray never ſo thug [{100'$ 
Thar all good things, rhe Grear 'Trurhs'of God, all Faig Ihre © 
and all Knowledge; the - ſence of his Name, and Obed|fwde;” 
ence to all the Words of. his Law, may 'beRepr for every (bo'@f 
the Imaginarion of the Thoughrs of our Hearts, rhar inhe|Mea 
day. of rryai and hour of remprarion;we may have all alow afGod 
ar the very {ame Time,”'a Yivine Overruling Thought |wight 
which may reſiſtrhe Temptation, and keep and dererniny| near * 
unro God and-Duyry ; Yer ftill nevertheleſs ir is fenfblg] of m) 
and Experienced, that theſe things are 'not kept for ewe It 
in-che Imagination . of [the thoughrs of-our' hearts, 1 ha] ans of 
often wiſhed and. deſired for my ſelf(Pray,” Ler your heag| Thou 
alio-go along: with mer herein ) O' rhar:E. were alwayety Jabo! 
fox ever ſuch towards God, as I 4m ſometimes in my:md walk 
Devyour and . Solcmn Approaches unto him in-Prayer, ori] fie-u 
hisQrdinance-of-Hearipg his Word; that: 1 had always| what 
the-ſame Reverence;. Godly fear,-and' Horronr and 
of the Deiry,- when I am walking abour;'or fitting ſtil} our h 
L have ſomerimes upon my bended knees. Thar I had tha] #** - 
fame conſtant Gravity, ſeriouſneſs and 'trembling of ' Spit * ] 
in the midſt of Lite, Health and Prbſpericy,and- when thing #10 1 
go moſt according ro wiſh, as I have upon the apprehenſa| i 15 
of any great __ or under aMidtion; or as TI ſhall" vec! 
when I come © lye upon the Bed of laft fickneſs and dyii] keep 
It is Impoſſible to recall or vain ro wiſh for, as ro whit ttand 
paſt, Bur O. that I- might, for atl: che few and Evil daj| foro 
remaining of my 'Pilgrimage, rhroughour-a!l my ſncct whe! 
ing Life, haverhatcanftant Univerſal CGbedierice, Homo + Fu 
and Preterring of God above rhings, as 1 ſhall indeed4&} 0 P 
char I had had when I come to think-my laſt. juſt as wit ing { 


I ſhall perceive thar I am yeilding up the Ghoſt, andſnriny Er 
dring up my Spirir:to the God rhat gave ir. O that my} BW 
rit may now henceforth and for ever;ſo Obey and be pv 44, 
up unto the Farher of the Spirirsof al-fleſh;as ſhewill reafſ 1+ F 
Ic&t-and with ſhe had done, when ſhe ſhall be Sumnion —_ 


ro appear before him, And ſhe is-ro rake her flight mh ' 
rhe {nvifible4 World; - O thar I did to warr'on God ally abc 
day, Plal, 25, 3. And was 1n the © fear of Lord all \ WR 


LI) 


w 1 (MP? 
wel, ng, Prov 23, 17. As T have ſomerimes for two or 


Faig| urs rogether in a Morning, As it is written in 
bedifhude, 1 9. Theſe be ſenſual, having not the Spirit”: So T have 
er {bo'often obſerved and experienced, rhar afrer my roo: full 
the[Meals, I- bave bee-damped- and for a rime loft that ſence 
ow aiGod' and Spirirnal Things, which before Thad. O tharT. 
29h [might rherefore {6 Ear & Drink rohis Glory, that I might be 


K.9 near the ſame in the: midſt of -or immediarely after receiving 
Gb] of my, neceſſary and moderate Food as I was before. Ard 
welſo It ſhould hold in rhe ogher circumſtances and Conditi- 
have | ans of Life, ro keep this for ever in the Tmaginarion-of the 
Thoughrs of our hearr, whither Slceping or Waking, in 
labour or Idle, when we fit ir our Houſe;” or when 'we 
walk and journey inthe way, and when we lye down or 
fe up, in a Word, wharever.onr hand: finderh ro. doe, or 
whatever we are Imployed"abSyr; I fay again This ſtill is 
Whe kepr for ever'in'the Tmagination” of the .Thoughts of 
Liz] our-hearts, even-to keep the Commandments, the Teſtinis- 
Yhal Wer and the Statutes of the Lord God, - : 
vigl 4 David here righely Prays that the Lord would keep this 
wg] *in the Imagination. of the Thoughts of our hearts; for a+ 
nia i is wricten, Except the Lord: keep the City, the Watch ma): 
world waecherh but in vain; Pal. 127. 2. So except the Lord 
WW] keep our heart, all our keeping of them 18 in vain, norwitl:- 
x ſtanding ir is commandcd; «keep thy hearr with all diligence 
ar} forour of ir are the Tſhes of Life. The: Scripture is r6 
where not in the leaſt inconſiſtent -with- it ſelf ; bur th- 
al Truch of che Matter ſcems ro ſtand on this'wiſe : we are fir): 
| to Pray unto God Immediately ro keep our kcarts,and hay- 
red ing ſo done, we are: to endeavour after the fame as much a+ 
x ever we canour-{elves. For we lcarn evidently from wh: 
Sd 1s written, Ze then as Porkers tegether with him, befeech 
alſo, that ye receive not the” Gritee of God'im v1in, 2, Cor. C. 
al '1: Fork out your own Salvation with fear and trembling : 
of £For ir is God which worketWin you bath'te will and'to do 
inf <50f his Good-pleaſure, Phil. 2, 12; 73» Whereunto I alſo 
Io labour, ſtriving eccordipgty HOY King, which worketh 
| o in me:mightilyCof.1 .25/THar there's 'a' Power and Ability 
4 implanted:in, and-givenunts- man by: Gad the Creator, ro 
Work together with His/ Grace. "It fhonld*be a coritent 
Rule 
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rule that whatſoever we are commanded or directed to: '{ 
for, or whatever wedo pray for, we ſhould indeavoyr-&.lhe Sx 
ter it our ſelves. PPhereunto T alſo labour, ſtriving accord. bis 
ing to his working, which worketh in me mightily, Even gas pe 
we ſhould labour and ftrive after the ſame thing. ans Com: 
ro our preſent caſe, we ſhould pray unto God in the fuf (flv! 
place, ro keep this ſtill in the Imagination of rhe thoughy If yes 
of our hearts and rhen indeavour, labour, and ſtrive gceond [Vit 
ing to whatever we can, todo ſo our ſelves. 14 
| Thar ir is the Particular Province and Prerogative of |Men, 
Alm.ghry God, to keep the hearts of the children of Men, | 
We have the Scriptures affirming in divers places, for tþ | 
Lords Vineyard is the hearts of Men, For the Vinezardf 
the Lord of Hoſts is the Houſe of Iſrael. la. 5. 7. And'an 
Read there how he Fenced it, and Gathered our the Sta | we 
thereof, and planted it with the choiceſt Vine, and built |: 
bc in _e Poop = of Sis and alfo —_ up 
therein, © In ay ving'ye unto her, ineys 
« Red Wine, I the Lord do __ it, I will warer ir even 
«* Moment, leſt any hurt it, I will keepit Night and Day, 
Tſa.27.2,3.Here ir is affirmed and rarified rwice in the ſans | £1 
Verſe, thar God will keep ir leſt any hurt ir ; which norking 
can do, bur Satan or his Temprarions, as they ſeduce v 
fin or evil. Nothing bur ſin can hurt the heart of Man. Ani 
if we would ſuffer that rhe Lord ſhould keep our hears 
Nighr and Day, and that he Guide us continually, ſo-tha 
our ſelves here are under keepers, and ſtand upon our watch, 
for rhus rhe Scripture doth dire&t in other places, fo as f 
prevent and keep out rhe comings in and Acts of Sin ; at 
rhen ir is effectually prevented, leſt any hurt it. And albth 
Children ſhall be taught of the Lord, and great ſhall be tk 
peace of thy Children, Iſa.. 54. 13. The right conſequent 
here is, that when they are taught of God, ſhouk 
leara of him ; and when he doth inſtrudt and would Guits 
them, they ſhould receive. the inſtruction; and' follow In 
Guidance, God doth Keep, Guide, and Teach the heats 
of rae Childrenof ' in an Invifble manner, bur yer its 
ſenſible ro the hearts of bis faithful People. * The Wind 
«bloweth where it liſteth,and thou heareſt the ſound theres, 

'« bur canſt notell whence is cometh, and whither ir goeth 
: g 
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* Þſo-i$ every one thar is born of the Spirit, Fohy. 2. 2. Sc 
| yiſe-is every onetharis 'T wubey he tie Tnftrucred by 
as] Spirir. And fo'in like manner God dorh keep the hearts 
card. {his People. As the Diſtillings of Dew in atlear Night are - 
n-þlgas perceived ; ſo God moves” himſelf as it were upon, and 
d'þ [Communicares himielf ro the hearrs of h's Creatures in the 
> fink [ful-voice of his Word and Sp:rir. * For God ſpeakerh once, 
voks [{yea twice, yer man perce:verh it nor. - In a'dream, in a 
ron [{Nifon of rhe Nighr when ny oy falleth upon men, In 
- -* [{fumberings upon the Bed, Then he openerh the Ears of 
e of |Men,and-ſealerh their Inſtruction; *Feb.531, 14, 15. 16. And 
Men, | when weare in the moſt/{till,- retired, abſtradted- and fe- 
the garared manner. When we becom rhe Man whomrhou cho{- 


ef |yftand-cauſeſt ro approach unto -thee. Pſa/,65, 4. Then'it is 
x | thar:God dorh reveal and manifeſt himſelf __ us. When 


we are Obedienr arid Holy, Sober and Temperate, when 
| Chaft and do riot tegard the deſire of women, being 
6 | furified & Sandt:ficd, theſe arc furtherances & forwardinys, 
dchelps rowards God making known his Mind and Will uri- 
4 again There are Hindrances and ObſtruQions. Thie 
ncipal andI may almoſt fay,che only hinderance is Sin;for 
|is that which miakes that wide! Chaſm, or Diſtance be- 
meen God and the creatures, Ir Iniquities have ſeperated 
between you and your God, Ia. 59. 2. Sr or Iniquiry in the 
General do produce this aceurlſed and evil effect. OE 
Bar rhey may be clearly Specified, and reduced ro theſe 
three .forrs, Namely, what doth defear, and render of 
/none, 'ar rather of leis effect rhe Seed ſown, ot - Choke rhe 
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keeping this ſtill in the Imagination ot che Thoughts of rhe 
hearrs of this People, The cares of this Horld and the deceit- 
fulneſs of Riches,and the laſts of other things entring im Mark. 
4 19. And fo where it is written, Take heed to your ſelves,l:ft 
& any time your hearts be over-charged with ſurfetting, and 
drunkenneſs,and cares of this Life, and ſo that day com? upon. 
zou unawares. Luke. 21. 34. We learn and underſtand from 
 all-chis pur rogerher, what the hinderances are. And when 
we know chem- what they are, we may avoid.and let them 
alone, or ar leaft not belet br hindered by them; They are 
the Cares of this World, and of this Life, and the deceitful- 
ne/5 of Riches, and the luſts Ws other things, or gs _ 
runk- 
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Word Preached, the ſame'is the Principal hindrance ro Gods _ 


"== {"8V-9 & 
drunkennefs andſnch li ke. Andrhen the heart being roomnd 


ſer upon Viſible Objects, and Viſible things, this dothdray |herev 
off Ke alienate from, and make ro forger and looſe thejonly- 


ſence of him rhar is Inviſible, as alſo of rhe Inviſible thi 


of his Kingdom. As was before ſaid, We ſhould Pray ws | 


'ro God to keep this ſtill in rhe Imagination of the Though 
of the hcarts of thy People ; even that purpoſe, and Real 
Jarion, To keep his Gomndmentshis Fekimonies aud his 
Starutes ; ſo we ſhould likewiſe Endeavour, Strive and 
Labour after the ſame. And as we Taſte and See; Fed 
and Experience, know and perceive what are the C 

Incercuprions, and Hinderances, ſo we ſhould avoid and nat 
give way untothem. The 'Temper and Stare of our: Sou! 
1s Various and ſeveral as it ſtands rowards God. For thi 
haſt lifted me up, and caſt me down, Pſal. 102, 10. Now 
and rhcn 1: is Good enough, and then it is bad, dark and 
cloudy again, according as-we commit Sin, and are phng- 
ed into rhecares of this Life, or are Interefted and concers- 


cd in the luſts of other rhings. The Servants of God are a | 


diſcerning and obſerving People, They look within the glak 
of the Word, and alſo rhey refle&t and look within their 
own Souls,and they compare both together. And indeed eve- 
ry one. muſt obſerve and practice the like methods, who 
would make any Growth, Proficiency, Increaſe and: Ad- 
vancenent in the Chriſtian Life : Here we might well rea- 
ſon and do, thar if we can be and are Godly ar one ſeaſon, 


why not at another ? and ſo if our Minds are now fraught | - 
with ard Furniſhed, and full of Reverence and fear ofthe | 


Divinc Majcſty,ſo. it may belikewiſe ar another time, and 


thus we might go through the ſevera] Stages and Periods & | 


Life even to ſerve God in Righteouſneſs and true Holineb 
all the dayes thereof, and to fear continually before him: 


| For by the like means!which we do perform itar one rtiov, | 


we may Endeayqur after it at another. Fhere is an unſeen 
Enemy, who ftandsar our Elbow, I mean Satan and his 
Temptations ,who proxapts us to commit Sin in each Ac or 
Inſtauce.of Tryal, even in our yery mea!s, to cat to excels 
or conmit Gluttony, and ſo in other things alike ; and here 
we ſhould be upon our Warch,to Pray and lifr-up our hears, 
Avoid or get behind mie Saran, fo thar he ſhould nor get ad- 
vantage, nor prevail over us, The Uſe and Benefit hw, 
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hereof” will be exceeding Great ; for beſides that this.is th : 
only-making our Calling and Election ſure. It isthe only 
way'and means to Afſertain Salvation unto our Selves, fo © 
the more Good any one dorh,and rhe'more he abſtains from. 
Sin and from all appearance of evil, Ir will be proportioned” 
accordingly unto thar Man or Woman in the Future Re- 
compence, and they will receive a more full and greatcr * 
Reward, This is the fnmm and concluſion of the whole mar- 
ter, and-the drift and dy of all Preaching, Thar People 
way ceaſe to do Evil, and learn to do Well, as much as 
ever they'can. ' Bur why is it ſaid in our Text ?. O Lo#t 
God of Abraham, Iſaac Iacob-or Iſrael. The” Reaſon hereof | 
ſeems to be near to this effe& and purpoſe. We read how 
thar Abraham, Iſaac, Facob, or Iſrael were precicus Sainrs 
ind ſervants of God in their day, 'and in their Generario 
and thereupon God came robe'm Covenant witch them, and 
was in 4 peculiar manner their God. Now therefore if yolt:will 
Obey my Voice indeed, and keep: my Covenant, then ye ſhall be 
a peculiar treaſure unto me above all People : For all the Enrth 
is mine, Exod. 19, 5. And fo God is the God of all' Men 
ant Women, as they are His Creaturcs, and the Inbabirants 
of his Earth," but by 'the way of Peculiariry, Emphaſis or 
Property or Propriery, he is. only the God of his Saints and 
ſervants, The Lord knowerh them that are his. 1. Tum. 2. 
19. But is He the God of Abraham,Iſaac, and Jacob only * 
'No, for he isthe God of all their Children alſo, even of all 
thoſe who do the Works of Abraham and 'of all thoſe who 
are faithfull'as Abrahatn was, who is ſtiled rhe Father -of 
"the Faithful. Bur becauſe thar from the Loins of theſe rhrce 
Men, who id ” every one of them ſucceſſively fear ,and 
ferve the Lord in their time 3 There Sprang cvcn of one (for 


' One wes his Son, the” ocher was his Grand+Son) and him 


as good as dead, fo many as the Stars of the Skic in Muln- 
rude, and as the Sand which is by the Sea-ſhore Ipnumera- 
ble, 'even-a very Numerous Poſterity, and grear Peopte, 
who were Elet and Bedloved'of God before the orher Nati- 
-. of the Earth, for og: er on FL is x = 
iptares' in findry and many places Stiles him by the Gr 

: of Abrahion; Tae, and Facob. m-whereas ir is iajd inthe 
Cloſe of dur Texr, And prepare therr hearts unto thee, Here- 
by anorker [Truth doth ſhine-and appear forth, viz. br 


(18) 

God hath but one way in bringing many Sons & Davglnenyed Þ 

unto Glory, or in bringing all the Sons and Daughters,bſgen-1f 
Men tharever'go there, unro Heaven. - Even by - preparing treat 
their hearr unto himſeif. Thar is, by bringing them-ro hinge 

felf in this world,thart he may bring them to his own-hoyph de 

0 


in, the World to come. Morecver B-cthren, I would tot thatywhabit- 
ſhould be ignorant how that all our Fathers were under the alndlgr 
and all paſſed throughthe Sea: And dia all eat the ſave Spirzendiod - 
Meat, And did all D:3nk the ſame Spiritual Drink: 1 © \ 'roajcher- 
1, 3» 4, And fo all the People that ever went to-Heaveniiſeds: 
and are now 2 going in their journey tb ir, or who ſhall boþs | 
born, and Inherir rhar Happy Louttrey hereafter, they ai6ed, 
Go the very fame way.,, It you ask me what thar way tbe 
It is the old Trodden way by the Saints, 21nd @ waz; andw|wep 
ſhall be called the way of Holineſs. Wa. 35, $: Iris the wy jon i 
of. Univerſal Obedience, and confirming ail the wordgi| 
Gods Law to do them and, nor Obſerving ſome, and Nyown 
leing others as rhe manner. of:many is ) Ic. isrhe way F| 
Tvi near ro Gcd, ro which rhe Promiſe is. Fames. 4.4] 
And he will draw nigh unto ycu, 'Or as it is in the Baſt wo 
of our Texr,;by preparing their heart unto him, Whichag 
is done ( as appears by the Contcx:r, and the verſe immeds| £0: 
arcly following ) By keeping this for ever in the Imagin'«iti| de 
of th: Thoug't5 of cur hearts, to have a determinate, Obedþ| Wo 
denr, and Perfect heart and mind to keep conſtantly, ahda| -E 
all Times the Commardments, the Teſtimonies, and;th| we 
.Statures of the Lord, And alſo ſuch | Divine Trucks. fro 
Knowledpe of the things of God and of his Kingdom ſhall] .am 
be for cver kepr in the hearr, wich the Sence and/Remeyy ir 
brance of them, which ſhould Actually. perſwade,. ext 
and incline unto the ſame gocd thing, © (7. » 454 
From th.s manner of Speech, Prepare their heart unto tity ' 
and from whar iselſe-where written, And he ſbal! gobeji 
bim in the Spifit and Power of 'Elias, to turn the hearts of 
Fathers to the Children, andthe diſcbedient to the wiſdom of 
juſt, to mrke ready a People prepared for the, Lard. Luke. if 
17. We ſee that there are two things which the Minift 
- and Þ reaching of the Word derh drive and. intend at,! 
Firſt. is To Convert Sinners, and to.rarn ro Righteolſne 
and then the next thing isin-a*further Degree. -and Fi 
ficiency, even to make them a People prepared for # 
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3 rfury tet twin why uk & ri6o thing Ga? 
n-the obly Ends and Jritent bf ak Br 
ached in. this Pte, or deg to Prank S ago 
-Sucterdirig Life: '- Renienibfing 
Je-or Hook ate iri the kinds of the hon rains 
Earth, or Primin No Trees; reg TEE 
| iniftets, are bit HVibg Inftfuttictrs ih the Harids of 
ta bo —_ 'or cultivate but bwh hearts, or the Heats of 
h 'Toggd ther People, For we are Labiurers rogether 3th God, LH are 
ven b Husba nily, Se art' Gotls Bulin Me 1:,Cor. 3 
by before Obſerved, How pes rayetl Kai aely to 
hy b6ed,: To veu this for eher- in the $7 era Reeve Theught 


iebe heart 0, f thy People; thou 
keep ir our ſelves, i Hete 70s he fs ap 06 tif de Wes es 


a God Imivieditittly, pefpre ui are on 
F= h here again WE We geyvur to þ ere 
hk As alſo" bites this, rfere; is the 


T7 "qu: and the Mihifffy of Ren $ thereof \ Who 
qa become pe ed ther with Cold ): It is a Bol 
34] and Great Ex | menqes of the Ke AAR Paul, Which þ be tpcats 
gh forth by ' the Eetit, Yo 'make them 4 people Prepared for pes | 
nedþ| £0rd, -Or 10 therr 54A uato bi}j. So hath God pro- 
atin| trided and E x reg a5i8 ſo ſiotiltt Things Cooperate and 
Ne Work-rogether for the Eorminbh Salvation 1f manking, ' 
«Bur Beloved rhar if hete prefer; I hope thar moſt of ye 
py ze *among the [latter f6tr ; T tmtan char 4e are a-yerted 
& from $'n; and Convetted'to Gd: in the Gcneral,. and ye are 
iſ .amongft. thoſe; who fte Preparing for the Lord, or 
| ng heir hearts to ſeek hini; or preparing for Heavy. 
we Read and Collider; how that Jeſus, our or he 
yeris gone to/prepare 4 Plact for 3 ,Joh n, T4 3. Torhis 
-muſt-anſwer, fone 28 of your own, rhar is.to prepare your 
- hearts for rhat place. Boa that is Jeſus, ) 3k each; War - 
fi :3ng every man; ahd Jenkins every ' mah in all ir; "ir that 
ff "we may preſent every yhlin perfeft in Chrift Fe bs." Col. 1, 28. 
e | Ir is trange for you 6 cofrceive hereof, hi £ yer. it.is trme, 
6 : thar God: will jutge-that the Writ: Prijach ed in this plece, 
;tf - fasl] be a waming and. TeRimony' to all the Tobabirants of 
weld 'chis Town and-Neighbour:hood, then; h not the-rwenrierh, 
w - nor yet hardly the butidredth part of thern do come to hear. 
' Remember I rok you bf ir betore, I Ground this Aﬀirmari- 
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lend 1 
an from theſe Words of Pau] who ſpake rhus by. the Spiri){tink &f 
and yer it is certain, that every.man dwelling inthe City of|he-wo! 
Coleſs, and the adjacent Villages did-nor hear Paul. Net ny Tre 
theleſs ſeeing tharevery man thereabour might have heardhliauſeF 
bim Preach if they would, and all had a Rumour and;Reghd Ho 


port thereof, rhough rhey would nor hear him themſclvesyP 
therefore according to the merhod, Interpretation, & accoung |huiſh-2 
of God according ro which he will .judge and proceed» |and' Gi 
the laſt day ; He did Yarn and teach every man, that wihMorni 
1.17 preſent every, man perfeft in. Chriſt Feſus. Whereanto | tgain 
{and ſo ſhould all ye that hear me thi* day) alſo labour, firid| more t: 
ving according to his Working, which workerh in,'mg| aſſurec 
m'ghrily. Col. 1, 29. And ſo yealo are to labour accords | would 
ing to the Working of God, which worketh in ye mightily; | #: :0- 
Do. ye nor Perceive at my ſpeaking this unto ye, ſome | ful to 
Groaning of Spirir, and Interceſſions and deſires after.the| miſgn\ 
fame which cannor be uttered ? Thar ye may be meet 16} Will 
be parrakers of the Inherirance of the Saints in Light. ..We | me. 
know ſenſibly whar is rhe miſery and vexation of worlds | Morn 
ty os ry ; and there is no. diſapoinmenr like thar | Extra 
of Heaven, which indeed is a Thing poſſible and' ro be leaſc 
fearcd,and.the utmoſt careis to be taken againſt ir all our | br4h4 
Life long. © 1/; ae/ hathnot obtained that which He ſeekerh | Fairh 
« for, bur the Election harh obrained-i,, and the reſt were | were- 
« blinded. R m. 11. 7. Let us therfore fear, left a pro- | 18. 
« miſe being left us of entring .into his Reſt, any. of you | mon! 
« ſhould feem 'ro come ſhorr of it... Heb, 4. 1, There is'no| p\c-* 
Preaching like unto that of Experimental Preaching ;-and | Chri 
pray, (ler your hearts goalong” with me, and confer: Nores, | been 
and wed Experiences, By Examining . and Commu- | ©VE! 
ning with your -own  Spirirs, whilſt 1 declare how it Rel: 
3s with mine own Soul, As it is written, For the Lord for 
hath called thee as a Woman forſaken and: grieved in$pi- Gre 
7it. Ta, '54. 6. This laſt Thing of grieved in Spirit, is be. 
Exactly mine own condition, I find nothing in me, but} © 
F am alſo ſhewed the, Reaſon thiereof.- And this Grief of | all 
Spirit inme doth not ſo much ariſe from wordly or ourward | "tak 
hings, becauſe I. know the utmoſt - of them, that they- are So 
but little and /conz.paſs away, and ſeem afterwards: juſt all | W: 
one as 2 dream when one awaketh. . Bur as ir is elſewhere } 9! 
written, I Remembred God and was troubled : T Gp 
an 


| (AT - __ ', wn 
lend ny Spirit was overwhelm d. Selah. Pſal. 77.. 3. So a%J-. 
w{bink of God and of rhe other World ( for the Powers ol-:- 
ok :world/ro come do ſhake my Soul ) thence does ariſe all. Wz 
Miny Trouble , Grief, 'and Fear. Why ſo O Man ? Ir is be- 
thituſeF have not rhar degree of Afﬀarance and-well Ground-. 
hd Hope which I would have, and do. Prefs. after ſtill, 
Pray, Think upon, and Obſerve this. Ir is 'a Secrer An- 
ws [puiſh-and V exarion of Spirit, that I am growing in years, 

bland Gray hairs do here and there ' appear upon me-; That the 
wMornirig of Youth is over and tt "and will "never return 
Þ[igain 'ih rhis Stare; ard T hafte ro char where I ſeem no. 
#| more ro be, and yerT have nor laid in a Better 'and more 
s | afured'” Foundation againſt the rime ro come, which I 
| would - ok ro ma i it yer more and more ſure. Cauſe 

{| in: 20 Rnow the way wherein I ſhould walk, for I lift up my. 
a Soul to <thze, Pial. 143, 8. Tis! abs and Jealouly, and 
E | mſpiving of heart, Leaft T neglect, oram afraid ro do the 
0 | Will of God, doth. cauſe 'no lirrle Vexarion of Spirit in 
e | me. Cauſe me to' hear thy Loving Kindneis early in the 
&| Morning, for in theedo I truſt &c, He in1 ſpeak. of thoſe 
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Extraordnary Works and Tryals, which God is ſometimes 
leaſed ro call ſuch and ſuch of his Servants out unto. as 4- 
behas to Offer up his Son I/anc and, ro Try thar Precious 
Faith of his own Elect, whereby like as Zebulun & Naphtals 
were People that jeparded their lzves unto the death. Judges. 5,. 
18. And hazarded their Lives for the Word of his Teſti- 
mony, for his Truth and Righreouſneſs, as ſome of his Peo- 
pe and Servants have done in former Generations. Bur 
hriſtian People, Take this Counſel as from'me, who have 
been ſomewhar Experienced in the wayes of 'God, whenſo- 
ever ye perceive fears within you, as thoſe ſame, fears do 
tj Relare ro God, or your own Future Stare and Condition, ) 
4þ for from hence dorh uſually ariſe all rhe fear, and all the 
. | Great Thought and Searching of Heart, ' whither rhis ſhall 
s| be-indeed Happy or Miſerable ) There learn ro. know the 
tf true cauſeof thar fear, and then labour ro Remove it. Now 
tf all fear doth uſually ariſe from Sin and Guilt, and therfore 
1} take away the Sin-and Guilt, and the fear alſo will ceaſc. 
ef So that the Reſult of the whole is this, If cthon Man or, 
{ } Woman, wouldft be indeed led in the way Everlaſting, thou 
e | mult be ſure that there be no wicked way in thee. E£/a:.1 34. 
, 24. Thou 
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Thou mift both Pray va earch me, [* jo and know wy 
ery Me, and us . Na 
racks ſame EO f Dn ; and NOW 
elf and know thy. bk elder | 
y in thee, tha thn lk: no known'$ 
whateye gu WW -- ; ry 
Ro W' ii NY, FagFs 
nities of doing, good | For to þim that know 
Sebi not; Brom To am.' 4 17. nally 
arloever are wharſpey er 7 
eft, whatloever . Things he uſt,” wharlgever I 
Pure, whartloeyer * Tha or are "Low, Iharbever th 
ape of G rr, if there be any Verrue, andif. tf 
any Prai in; $a theſe Things. . .O my Fellow © y 
tans, Think often, Yea think alwayes on the Wcris of ;1 
Tex: I haye. {rholea rhis ny jf youdonor Rememb o_ '- 
Carry _ cen cd the Sermon n.,. belideuld C 
ſyre to ay ae away the Words -ofi 
prpſenr Ti þ FE, enough nd ſulliciemy 
' ox true Theughtagll 
y. A, WRAY raged Patriark Facob; Ugh 
unto him, the Lord Tal Ly God. Gen.: 28. 21. f : 


thy Vows mh 1, 90\ \ in Pal. 50, 14+ When 


his Truths ind, which euher makeial 
oF God mare known. utito thee, or the things "ob 
Kingdom or concerping the World ro come;even our F 
Stare and Condition therein ; ;xWhich- ſame rruch or tt : 
do.{tir up or. Quicken, Exhort and Actually Perſy E. 
op all che Words of his Law, to keep his Commandw 
his Teſtimonies, and 700 Statutes, 1n all theſe and tud 
Thin s, Be ſare to li thy heart towards God 1 int 
ords of my. Text, 9 4 God of Abraham, Iſanc, 
Iſrael eur Fethers kept this for ever in the Imagination 
Thoughts cf the Heart of thy People, and prepare + cher 
wntc thee, I lay again for thy more Reme nce and{ 
ſervance thereof, in all thele and ſuch like good: caics 
Inſtances, Pray without cealing, and endceayour the.: 
withour ccafing, O Lord God of Hbrabam, Iſaac, w/l 
rael our Fathers, keep this far gver In the Imagination of 
Thoughts of the Hearts of thy F eople, and Poems a 
unto thee, Axacn, So be it. 3 
FINTS. | 


